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In 1953 J.B. Phillips wrote a little booklet called Your God is Too Small. I'm sure some 

of you here this morning remember that book. I  couldn't help but think of this Anglican 

clergy's challenge when I  read the Lectionary passages of scripture for this Sunday. The 

temptation today really is very similar, namely, that of idolatry. Which god are we 

worshipping? Where do we put our ultimate allegiance and security? What gives our life 

meaning?   

Listen again to the words from Deuteronomy: 

 

. . . If  your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to 

other gods and serve them, I  declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not 

live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I  call 

heaven and earth to witness against you today that I  have set before you life and 

death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 

loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him.   

The message is rather stark: only God, living, creating, sustaining, God, can deliver on 

life's fundamental well-being. Everything else will eventually fail. But this is no ordinary 

choice between one tribal God and another. This is about living God, the one from 

everlasting to everlasting and the one who is everywhere even when I  try to hide from 

God in the very depths of hell. This is the Psalmist's way of speaking about the vastness 

and eternity of living God. Only God who is infinitely present among us at the same 

time as being infinitely beyond us, can save us. And of course the instructions to the 

people would be not to put your trust in any other God or you will perish. This can be 

understood as a threat, but It is much better understood as truly good news. In other 

words don't place your trust in someone or something that cannot deliver the fulness of 

life to you.  

But alas, there are other gods vying for the right to be worshiped. There always have 

been and probably always will be. This week I  came across a short meditation written 

by Stanley Hauerwas reflecting on the recent US election. Hauerwas sees the play in 

the US today as being about which God we worship. Here are his words, and I'm going 

to quote him at some length because he is an American and you need to hear him say 

this and not me. Here is what he says:  

(President Donald) Trump proclaimed Jan. 20, the day of his inauguration, a “National 

Patriotic Devotion.” Patriotic devotion? Christians are devoted to God, not to any nation. 

defended his call for a day of patriotic devotion by drawing attention to his other claim 

on faith — that there are no greater people than American citizens . . . . There is 

Trump’s view, the American people cannot accomplish as long as we believe in 



our country. But Christians do not believe in ourselves or our country. We believe in 

we do more than believe in God. We worship God. Nothing else is to be worshiped. 

have a word to describe the worship of that which is not God: idolatry. Idolatry, of 

be a quite impressive form of devotion. The only difficulty is idolaters usually end up 

someone for calling into question their “god.” Trump’s inauguration address counts as a 

stunning example of idolatry. His statement — “At the bedrock of our politics will be a 

allegiance to the United States of America and through our loyalty to our country we 

recover loyalty to each other” — is clearly a theological claim that offers a kind of 

This is the end of the quote from Hauerwas.  

 

Hauerwas goes on to say that the kind of salvation offered here is one that cannot save 

us. We Christians believe that our salvation comes from living God. For God delivers us 

despite the power nations have, despite patriotism, despite not being the greatest 

people in the world. Christians worship God who is creator, sustainer, and redeemer of 

all of life. Christians worship God from everlasting to everlasting who cannot be 

hoarded because God is infinitely beyond us even while infinitely within us. Yes, that's 

right. This paradox must be affirmed when we worship creator God--fully beyond us; 

fully present with us..  

When Jesus is asked "What must we do to be saved?" his answer is love God and 

neighbor. Not money, not country, not ego. And to love neighbour is to be kind to 

neighbour and welcome neighbour, and to love God is to recognize our dependence 

upon the one who has given us life and to hope that all of life will be made whole. 

 

I  have chosen this theme of which god are we worshipping this morning in part 

because it jumped out at me from the lectionary readings, and in part because I  

happen to think that there's no greater challenge for 21st-century folk than learning to 

surrender our lives to God. For why would we do that? We don't even know very clearly 

what that means? Everything that we learn in our culture about ordinary life teaches us 

that we are to take charge and not give our lives over to anyone else let alone to 

someone or something we commonly think of as a foreign mysterious power. Instead, 

what we tend to do is tenaciously defend our most passionate convictions even at the 

expense of alienating ourselves from others. They then become our enemies. Learning 

to love God and neighbour is an enormously huge challenge.  

On Tuesday of this past week CMU held a Face2Face event in which we brought 

together a Jew and Muslim and Christian in discussion. I  was amazed at how many 

people attended this event which I  think spoke of the deep desire among us to find 

ways of encountering difference that does not result in hopeless division. And I  found 

myself asking what difference it makes when we think of our differences under living 

creator God. How does this then shape our discourse.  

I  find it interesting that this Sunday's epistle text is from first Corinthians 3 were Paul 

about divisions in the church. And he brings the quarrels among Christians under the 

of God. The debate in Corinth was about following Paul or Apollos. "I  belong to Paul" "I 

to Apollos" is the way Paul names the quarrel. And the fight is on! He chides the 

and suggests that the church is not first of all about these lower level allegiances like 



Apollos; it is about God. He says "for we are God's servants, working together; you are 

field, God's building." (v. 9) In other words, differences within the church belong under 

confession of one God, the healer of all that is broken. God doesn't need our defence 

debating our secondary allegiances with one another. We need God's wisdom to 

our allegiances, that is, we need to put them in their proper place; in God's field. 

 

Peter Enns, an American biblical theologian, has written a book called The Sin of 

Certainty. In it he pushes the question of which is more important: trust in God, or 

belief in right doctrine. There is much that I  find compelling in this book even though, 

as a theologian, I  cringe a bit at having to make the choice between trust in God and 

right doctrine. Yet the common push for certainty of belief is problematic. We are 

people who are called believers; that means that we confess that Jesus is Lord. This is 

a confession and not certainty. It is a claim that is intended to govern our living.  

 

All of this is not to suggest that we should not disagree or even vigorously debate. It is 

only to say that when we do so, we should place ourselves under our common 

confession of living, sustaining God. 

 

We have a lot of difficulty living with difference. At one level, our liberal mindset has us 

believe that what the other thinks or does should be of no concern to us. On the other 

hand, when the lifestyle or the thoughts of the other negatively impact me, then we 

quarrel and seek to change the other, making them into our image. 

 

Many of these dynamics are also evident within our own Mennonite communities. At the 

recent MC Manitoba meeting in Morden and before that in Fort Garry, it seemed clear 

that those at one end of the discussion on same-sex marriage did not consider those on 

the other end as part of the same circle of faithful worshipers. We had trouble placing 

ourselves together under God. One group defined it as a matter of biblical faithfulness, 

the other tended to see it as a matter of justice. Both were certain of their positions. 

And yet, don't we need to acknowledge that justice and even the Bible can also become 

idols? Isn't this the implication of what Paul is teaching us in first Corinthians?  

 

I  like to think of the church as a training ground, or school that teaches us what it 

worship God amid our difference. Today we see many ethnic groups in a city like 

because of technology and communication we are probably more aware of such groups 

than ever before. But is this a problem? Did God intend this? Let's remember that God 

create only one kind of tree but thousands of different kinds of trees. Not only one life 

millions. Thousands of languages. And even the Bible contains many different voices 

of speech. And is not each individual person unique? Is this troubling or does it give to 

world as we know it its magnificence and beauty? I  believe that the brilliance of the 

story is that it speaks of the unity of God with the same breath as it speaks of the 

humanity. The danger is that we break these two apart. When we see only the 

around us without unity we slip into an idolatry of competing allegiances; when we see 

unity without the difference among us we slip into an idolatry of imposing our view of 



upon others. The true challenge is to be able to find a way in which we can affirm all 

under living and Creator God. 

 

Remember that if we were totally different from one another we would not be able to 

communicate, if we were identical to one another we would have nothing to say. But 

we are different precisely so that God can be glorified and life can be beautiful. And 

that can only happen when we see in the other the very face of God. 

 

We may live in troubled times, and in fear. But we can learn to trust God! We can be at 

peace and unafraid when we let God be God. For the one who created us also promises 

to sustain us and save us from harm. And remember that we are made capable of 

friendship. Capable of loving. Meaningful connections with others beautifies life. We are 

made with both heart and mind; passions and thoughts. The challenge is to open 

ourselves to the one under whom our differences do not need to threaten us but under 

whom we can become friends of God and friends of the other. After all when God is 

God we are asked to believe that God's image is reflected in the other just like God's 

image is reflected in me. May we come to SEE this! The peace of Christ be with you all. 
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